IN THE YEAR 2000

BLACKS AND THE FUTURE corrines
issue is the impact of these new tech
nologies on the universe of Black
America. Basing their predictions on
hard data and current trends, the ex
perts pose in provocative and some
times startling terms the question of
where Black people will be on January
1, 2000, when artillery volleys salute
new century and a new world

Some of the answers to this ques-
tion, according to the articles in this
issue, are moderately clear. For one
thing, Black people — barring a nu
clear disaster — will survive, despite
continuing racism, despite alarming
trends, despite everything. And on
January 1, 2000, as on January 1, 1900
Black people will be working loving
singing dancing hoping dreaming
struggling.

Not only will Blacks survive, but
they will also grow and multiply. By
2000, the 20 Black seeds who landed at
Jamestown in August, 1619, will have
grown to 36,694,000, 13.6 percent of
the population.

This huge and growing Black popu-
lation will live in an America which will
be grayer, browner, and blacker.

Demographers expect an older
American population, proportionate-
y, and an increasingly multicolored
American population, rainbowed by
growing Black, Hispanic and Asian
populations.

There will be, of course, more Black
politicians, especially in the major
cities where most Black Americans wil
continue to live. Demographer John
D. Reid predicts small Black numeri
cal decreases in some major cities
(Philadelphia, Detroit, Washington.
which will continue to lose population
By 2000, Blacks will be, according to
his projections, 88.8 percent of the
population of Detroit, 74 percent of
the population of Atlanta and more
than 60 percent of the populations of
Baltimore, Memphis, New Orleans,
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PROJECTIONS OF BLACK POPULATION IN 50 LARGEST CITIES*
o SULCK POPULATON | BLACK FOPULATION | TOTAL POPULATION
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e 513000 720800 26.7% 2,894,300
& Dwwr 812.300 743200 88.8%
7 Dt 298800 377700 31.4% 1200900
& Sam Diwge 34,000 137800 118% 182,900
) 44200 60500 57% 1,047,800
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B st 48200 172600 264% 652,600
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5. Dwr 86,700 84,400 14.4% 585,100
2 Naita. 116400 140400 30.9% 453,000
D S Lo 185,700 150500 41.8% 359200
28 Ko oy 128300 140,400 429500
T 18200 33100 57% 576,100
2 Aswna 238000 330700 740% 445300
71 Pty 100300 97200 264% 367,300
2 Otanama Coy £3800 74900 126% 590,800
T e 133200 138800 39.4% 351500
3 fom 2500 104,100 507,200
B 34800 51500 14.3% 359,200
= 31.600 40700 11.1% 364,100
. Long Seach 53,400 126200 29.0% 434,000
3 Tuma 46700 56300 12.0% 468300
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€1 M 53.200 106800 15.9% 668400
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ety = 81300 305% 265,900

Projections prepared exclusively for
Esowy magazine John D. Reid.
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